WUUnews

Monthly Newsletter of Williamsburg Unitarian Universalists
Words from Rev. David A. Johnson,
Interim Minister
Interim Minister’s Letter: “Sunday Worship: Experimenting”

2016
Some Dates of Note

2.4
Navigators Monthly
Meeting
2.14
Stewardship Campaign
Kick‐Off
2.18
Leadership Team Meeting
2.19
Family Potluck
2.20
Social Justice Council
Meeting

The two‐year interval of ministerial transition is always a time of
clarifying, focusing, and experimenting. We interim ministers spend
the irst few months on‐site asking lots of questions in order to
understand the local landscapes and energy ields. In collaboration
with the Board and others in lay leadership, we then consider a few
speci ic aspects of congregational life that might bene it from
further clarity, or focus, or experimentation.
One such option for experimenting at WUU regards Sunday morning
worship services. For several years WUU has had two services (at
9:15 and 11:15 am) during the church year. In recent months, two
factors (low attendance at the earlier service, and parking constraints
at the later service) suggest that we consider minor adjustments, as a
“pilot project” of limited duration, to try for a short period, and then to
take “time‐out” and consider, “How did it go?”
Over the past two months I have had extensive conversations with
staff, Board, Worship Associates, and lay leaders. With their strong
endorsement, we will embark on this two‐month‐long experiment
during the eight Sundays in March and April 2016:
During March and April, the early service will begin at 9:45 am
and end promptly at 10:30 am. The second service will begin
at 11:15 am and conclude at 12:15 pm. The topic / theme of the
two services will remain the same. However, the format of the
early service will be slightly different in these ways:
Interactive: Minister and congregants seated up front near
table of candles.
 Short sermon (5 to 6 minutes), with ample time for
dialogue.
 Spoken Joys and Sorrows (brief) will be welcome.


We will try this experiment for two months. Then
we’ll pause and ask: “How did it go? Do some folks
appreciate the adjusted format of the early service?
How might we wish to modify this arrangement and
propose Experiment #2 when we return to two
services in the fall ‐‐ with expanded space
opportunities in the new building?”
Continued on next page

Interim Minister’s Letter Continued

If you are among the regulars at the early service, or may want to give it a try, you will want to update
your calendars. Choir members’ note: Our Music Director, Jamie, fully endorses this experiment. On
Sundays when the choir sings, we will be vigilant in concluding the early service in time for the choir’s
warm‐up in the sanctuary.
On Sunday May 01 we will shift to our summer schedule of one service at 10:00 am.
Enjoy this intriguing time of experimentation. There is much to learn.
All good wishes, as mid‐winter arctic blasts present a new set of challenges. Be safe.
Rev. Dave Johnson, Interim Minister (2015-2017)

Share the Plate
We welcome to our Share the Plate Program a non‐pro it agency providing human services in our
community. The STP collection for February 14 will bene it the Greater Williamsburg Chapter of the
National Federation of the Blind and Visually Impaired (NFBV).
People can lose their eyesight completely for different reasons. Additionally, partial visual impairment
can result from such things as accident or changes as a person ages. The local NFBV chapter provides
help in many ways. It helps people adjust to the changes in life with eyesight changes ‐ both morale
support and by providing information on the help available in the area, in the state, and
nationally. The chapter provides inancial support for transportation, for scholarships to send new
blind and low vision members to conventions, as well as blind children to summer camps for Braille
enrichment for literacy and learning. It also provides scholarships to blind and low vision students in
our communities. The agency also coordinates with other organizations to increase the awareness of
the resources available for the blind and visually impaired. In sum, the Greater Williamsburg Chapter
of the NFBV gives people the resources and support to assist them to live a content and independent
life.
For further information on the national organization, please visit www.n b.org. To nominate a future
STP recipient, email stp@wuu.org.

Thank you to the dozen (or thereabouts) folks who a ended the
Tuesday (1/19) evening discussion that opened conversa on around
safety here at WUU. Keep up the good energy!
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February Worship Schedule
February 21, 2016

February 7, 2016
9:15 am & 11:15 am
Rev. David Johnson
“Before You Hang Up:
The Healing Power of Laughter ”

9:15 am & 11:15 am
Guest Speaker, John Whitley
“Black Lives Matter: Living The
Action Of Immediate Witness”

Today’s topic is anything but frivolous. It is the key
to congregational vitality, and to the ministerial
search process. The over‐arching question is: In
what spirit will you work together with your settled
minister? How will you value a divergence of
experiences, preferences, and hopes? How will you
foster healthy balancing: Between vision and
pragmatism? Between tasks and relationships?
Between personal preferences and shared goals?
Between internal vitality and engaging the world?
Over‐arching these dimensions is the question:
How shall we balance seriousness and playfulness?
This service will offer an opportunity to lighten up.
(Fair warning: Those who are suffering from
“hardening of the categories” may prefer to be
elsewhere on this Sunday.) Special music by a little
‐known composer (P.D.Q. Bach) presented by WUU
singers (the Okay Chorale) and Dave Robbins. Our
professorial source of humor‐insights will be Larry
Ventis.

The UUA General Assembly [GA] 2015 adopted
an Action of Immediate Witness [AIW]
supporting the BLACK LIVES MATTER
MOVEMENT. AIWs are the product of
considerable thought, collaboration, and
commitment. The AIW process allows Unitarian
Universalists to respond to social issues deemed
urgent. If GA delegates adopt an AIW, then the
Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA), other
UUA leaders, congregations, districts, and
Unitarian Universalists organizations may use it
as a basis for public statements on the matter and
are urged to act on it. Led by our Mosaic Makers
Team: Melissa Gregory, Wayne Moyer, Jessica
O’Brien, Steven Sharp, John Whitley, and Melanie
Williams.

February 28, 2016
9:15 am & 11:15 am
Rev. Dave Johnson
“Stranger, Pause and Look:
Poetry of Edna St. Vincent Millay ”

February 14, 2016
9:15 am & 11:15 am
Rev. David Johnson
“What’s Your Passion?”

"My candle burns at both ends," wrote Edna St.
Vincent Millay – the “Indigo Bunting”. She was a
non‐conformist in many respects. We'll pay
tribute to her life and poetry, and consider its
relevance for our free faith tradition. Pat Hoppe
will bring Edna’s words to us.

Energy takes on many forms. Money is one form of
potential energy wherein we transform our
principles and values into meaningful actions. As
we launch our stewardship campaign for 2016‐
2017, we have the opportunity to "pay forward" the
values that are now entrusted to us by our
predecessors at WUU. Generous stewardship will
strengthen the work of our Ministerial Search
Committee as they seek the best among ministerial
candidates to serve our congregation in the years
ahead.
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Gree ngs From Your Board President
How good it was to see many of you brave the rainy, snowy, slushy Sunday morning to a end the Congrega onal
Mee ng.
 A total of eighty‐ﬁve members were present to unanimously elect fellow members to the Board, the Endowment
Commi ee, the Commi ee for Right Rela ons and the Nomina ng Commi ee. The congrega on will con nue to
be in good hands for the coming year! Thanks to all of you who agreed to serve in these posi ons. Thanks, too,
to those of you who, unable to a end, submi ed absentee ballots.
 Nan Hart, chair of the Nomina ng Commi ee, presented the process for selec ng the seven members of the
Ministerial Search Commi ee. By now all vo ng members will have received a le er asking for your par cipa on
in the nomina on of people to this important commi ee. Please be sure to respond.
 Franz Gross, a member of the Design Build Team, updated the congrega on on the sound ﬁnancial status of the
new construc on.
All this in 30 minutes!
What's on the Board's agenda for the next three months?








Develop a program to iden fy and develop lay leaders and a system to encourage volunteers ‐‐ Board task force
under the leadership of Jess Hench
Launch an eﬀec ve stewardship fundraising eﬀort ‐‐ Board commi ee under the leadership of Allen Cooke and
Linda Lane‐Hamilton
Iden fy speciﬁc alterna ve sources of income ‐‐ Board task force under the leadership of Michael Coirin
Develop a budget that allows WUU to move forward on our Mission and achieve our Vision 2017‐‐ Board
commi ee under the leadership of Jim Kent
Con nue the expansion and renova on of facili es ‐‐ Board task force under the leadership of Les Solomon and
Roger Guernsey
Inves gate moving from a pastoral to a program congrega on ‐‐‐ ongoing Board study and discussion to be
completed soon
Reﬁne our governance/leadership model ‐‐‐ ongoing Board discussion, with Rev. Dave Johnson

Upcoming Events and Milestones:











This month: Framing of new Administra on, Educa on, Social Jus ce wing
February 14: Stewardship Kickoﬀ
March or April: Workshop: Engaging and Mo va ng Members, led by Dr. Jess Hench; for all leaders and
interested others
End of March, hopefully: Celebra on of a very successful stewardship eﬀort; just maybe our vo ng membership
will be back to or higher than last year's 264 from this year's 246.
April 10, 10:30: Congrega onal Mee ng to elect members of the Ministerial Search Commi ee
April 17, during services: Installa on/Commissioning of Ministerial Search Commi ee, Lay Pastoral Team, and new
Board members.
April 26, Board review and approval of proposed budget
April/May: Ministerial Search Commi ee begins work
May: New Board and Nomina ng Commi ee commence their next ﬁscal year
Late May/early June: Congrega onal Mee ng to receive budget, end of year reports from
Minister and outgoing Board president.

None of these can happen successfully without the congrega on's dedica on, support,
encouragement and, as needed, par cipa on. Let's, together, make this 2016 a banner year for WUU!
Happy February, everyone!
Lola Warren
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WORKSHOPS FOR IMAGINATIVE THINKING -- AND FUN!
“I Need More Adroit!”

Six Mondays, 5:30 to 6:40 pm, Parker House
February 08, 15, 22, 29; and March 07, 14

What circumstances sometimes drive you crazy? When you feel trapped, confronted, or paralyzed by
events that are beyond your control, what are the options for re-claiming and strengthening “the best of who you
are”? How might the qualities of resilience, agility, and adaptive responsiveness be fostered in our individual
and relational lives? These are among the questions which we will explore in this series of conversations based
on Rabbi Edwin Friedman’s consultations with Unitarian Universalist lay leaders. We will include
supplementary readings from Friedman’s unpublished memoirs.

“Listening to Experience:
Breakthrough Congregations & Ministries”
Seven Wednesdays, 12 noon to 1:10 pm, Parker House
February 10 17, 24; and March 02, 09, 16, 23

What insights might we draw from the experiences of other UU congregations? What have several of
the most skilled UU ministers observed – in 20-20 hindsight – as the factors which have been most crucial in
fostering congregational vitality? These are among the questions we will consider with case-study examples
from “Breakthrough Congregations” and from conversations with twelve of the most skilled (and highlyacclaimed) UU ministers.

“Of Bonds and Binds: Fables for Our Time”
Ten Wednesdays, 6:15 to 7:20 pm, Parker House

Come join us for this exploration of intriguing fables by Rabbi Edwin Friedman. Remaining dates and
topics in the series are:
Wed 03 February
“Jean and Jane”
Wed 10 February
“Cinderella”
Wed 17 February
“Caught in Her Own Web”
Wed 02 Mar
“The Wallflower”
Wed 16 Mar
“Panic”
Wed 30 Mar
“Burnout”
Wed 06 April
“Narcissus”
Wed 13 April
“Tradition”
Wed 20 April
“The People of the Charm” (by Rev. Peter Steinke)

Fish Liaison Chair
The FISH liaison chair or team picks up dona ons to FISH from the red wagon ,
checks to see that there is a current "use by" date, that cans are not damaged and
packages are not opened.
The dona ons are then transported to FISH and recorded by a FISH volunteer in a
book of church dona ons
In the past the chair has wri en a monthly or seasonal request for certain food
items that is sent to the social jus ce chair, the newsle er editor and the program assistant. It is printed in
the newsle er and repeated in each weekly Spiral.
New packages of underwear and socks are also collected each December, placed under the Christmas tree
and then delivered to FISH. If interested please contact the Social Jus ce Chair sjchair@wuu.org.
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Share the Plate – Now the Second Sunday
Our WUU Share the Plate program has been in existence since 2007, and is raising over $11,000 each year
to beneﬁt a broad array of local non‐proﬁt human services agencies. Customarily, Share the Plate Sunday
has been the ﬁrst Sunday of each month, except when it’s not. When the ﬁrst Sunday falls on a holiday
weekend, the collec on has been deferred to the second Sunday, to avoid distrac ons of travel, vaca ons,
house guests, etc. Addi onally, the ﬁrst Sundays of some months fall on the ﬁrst several days of the
month, curtailing the opportunity for perusing the monthly WUU Newsle er with its descrip on of the
Share the Plate recipient. So, in a minor break from tradi on, we are moving Share the Plate Sunday to the
second Sunday of each month. We’ll see how it goes a er a few months’ trial. Not a drama c change, to
be sure, but we thought you ought to know.
The Share the Plate Team appreciates your con nuing generosity. Your dona ons really do impact the
quality of life in our community. To learn more or to nominate Share the Plate recipients, please email
stp@wuu.org.

WALT Spring Registra on Now Open
WALT is a community outreach program of the WUU and
encourages people in our community to share with each
other through an assortment of unique classes. Try
Something New ‐ WALT oﬀers more than 65 diﬀerent
classes lead by people in the community who have a talent
or interest that they want to share with others. All classes
encourage learning for fun. Classes are open to everyone in the community. A complete lis ng of classes is
available online at www.wuu.org/walt or in the W/JCC Libraries. Registra on is either online or through the
mail. Registra on is “ﬁrst come‐ﬁrst served” and classes do ﬁll up so Don’t Wait. For more informa on call:
Jill Whi en ‐ Director 757‐220‐9975

FISH
(our local community’s food & clothing pantry)
The winter months are here!
Let's bring some soups and illing, hearty foods!
Please remember to check those dates.
Thank you for your generosity!

Gayle Henion Crea ve Arts Group
It is with a heavy heart that the Gayle Henion Crea ve Arts Group has decided to discon nue mee ng. If
there is more interest next year the group may be brought back.
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Are you hankering to add RE dates to your family calendar? You are in luck! Below, please ﬁnd a list of
what the diﬀerent grades will be doing from January – June 2016.
Yours in Peace, Austen Petersen
Key: L = Lower Elementary; U = Upper Elementary; MS = Middle School
7-Feb-16

Children's Chapel: Chinese New Year

Children's Chapel; MS: 5, 6

14-Feb-16

RE Program in Fahs and Parker

L: All Around Us; U: Susan B. Anthony Day;
MS:7, 8, 9, 10

21-Feb-16

Children's Chapel: UU and the Golden Rule

Children's Chapel; MS:12, 13

28-Feb-16

RE Program in Fahs and Parker

L: Chalice Necklaces; U: Powamu; MS: 14,
15

Children's Chapel: Iranian New Year, No Ruz

No Ruz - Iranian New Year; MS: 16

13-Mar-16

Children's Chapel: UU and Your Senses

UU and Your Senses; MS: 17, 18; STORY
WITH REBECCA MILBURN

20-Mar-16

YRUU led service

ALL AGES TOGETHER IN SANCTUARY

27-Mar-16

Easter

ALL AGES TOGETHER IN SANCTUARY

Secret Friends Reveal; Children's Chapel:
Social Justice

Children's Chapel; MS: 21, 22

10-Apr-16

RE Program in Fahs and Parker

L: Beauty of Nature; U: Buddah's Birthday;
MS: 23, 24

17-Apr-16

Children's Chapel: Mary Wollstonecraft Day

Mary Wollstonecraft Day (dress as
Frankenstein?); MS: 25

24-Apr-16

RE Program in Fahs and Parker

L: Fruit Chalices; U: Passover; MS: class party

1-May-16

multigenerational - 1 service

May Day; ALL AGES WORSHIP TOGETHER

8-May-16

multigenerational - 1 service

Mother's Day, RE in Sanctuary

15-May-16

RE Program in Fahs and Parker

L: Chalice Flannel Board; U: Chalice Making;
MS: Congregation History

22-May-16

Children's Chapel

Children's Chapel; MS: Congregation Herstory

29-May-16

RE Program in Fahs and Parker

L: Helping Others; U: Beauty in Nature; MS:
Congregation History

End of Semester Party; RE Program in Fahs
and Parker

L: class party; U: class party; MS: class party

6-Mar-16

3-Apr-16

5-Jun-16

Grow Racial Justice: for UUs ages 18-35. This UUA/UUCSJ program will include a track for white young
adults and will also include Thrive Young Adult for people of color. This summer program focused on the
intersection of Unitarian Universalism and racial justice work will take place July 15th - 19th. Apply by
February 15th. Learn more.
Meaning Makers: for UU emerging adults (age 18-24), Meaning Makers is a yearlong spiritual
development program including retreats, virtual monthly small group ministry and mentorship. Kicks off
June 6th-9th at UBarU in Texas. Apply by February 29th. Learn more.
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Building Our Future Update: A Major Event
Thursday, January 21, was an important date! Due to the
uncertain weather condi ons, there was a very small window
in the a ernoon to pour the new founda on. I saw the
concrete pump arrive around 2 PM and within just a few
hours, the concrete was poured, leveled, inspected, and
covered to cure throughout the weekend.
We have been wai ng for this event for a long me because
the rest of the work needed to do framing in February can
begin in earnest. And just as important, we now know that
we didn’t ﬁnd a “show stopper” regarding unexpected site
materials and archeological ﬁndings.
On the other side of the property, the new storm drains near
the handicapped parking spaces are in place. Two new
handicapped parking signs are in the Fahs parking lot, just
next to the new ﬁre hydrant. And the construc on fence was
moved to provide access to the new sidewalk to the
sanctuary.
If you look up on the parking light near the construc on side,
you will see a small green box. It’s actually a me‐lapse camera that is documen ng the construc on events.
We look forward to sharing these fun videos with you.
Finally, Franz Gross provided an excellent brieﬁng on the construc on and ﬁnancial status at the
Congrega onal Mee ng. If you missed his presenta on, stop by the BOF table if you have ques ons. Also,
check out our new board at the table that documents what is happening.
Les Solomon‐‐Chair, Building our Future

Prospec ve Ministerial Search Commi ee Members
In response to your ques on: What are the jobs involved in serving on the Ministerial Search
Commi ee?: These jobs are well explained in two UUA documents:
(1) "The Se lement Handbook" (including a suggested me‐line of tasks)

(pdf ﬁle, 47 pages)

see h p://www.uua.org/sites/live‐new.uua.org/ﬁles/se lement_handbook.pdf
(2) "Resource Guide for Ministerial Search Commi ees"

(Word ﬁle, 71 pages)

see h p://www.uua.org/careers/ministers/transi ons/150364.shtml
WUU members who are interested in serving on the Ministerial Search Commi ee may ﬁnd it helpful to
review these documents before agreeing to serve.
Ministerial Search Commi ee Nomina ons
Le ers containing instruc ons on how to nominate someone to be on the Ministerial Search Commi ee

have been mailed out to WUU vo ng members. Be on the look out and don't forget to get your
nomina ons in. As a reminder, a vo ng member is deﬁned as having signed the WUU Membership Book
and having a current pledge in place. If you would like to check your membership status please contact
Suzanne Huddleston at suzanne@wuu.org or 757‐220‐6830
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Do you know every WUU? Neither do I.
That's why we want to include a brief member biography in every newsletter.
Maybe you'll discover someone who shares your background, interests, or hobby. Maybe you'll learn
something new about someone you already know. Or maybe you'll be moved to reach out to someone
who needs to hear from you.
Please help us strengthen the WUU community by sharing your story. Together, we can weave a
growing web of friendship, support, compassion, and love.
Melissa Ackley,ackleymw@gmail.com

As a relatively new member of WUU and new to the Williamsburg
area, I am still inding my way around the community and WUU. My
background in education, social service and ministry had led me down
many different paths. As a professor in New Jersey I taught Women’s
Studies and was preparing for my doctorate when I was called to
ministry. I served as a hospital chaplain in New Jersey before joining
the ministry team at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Paterson, NJ. while
there I not only served as Director of Children and Youth Education,
but also worked with the program for outreach to children and youth
at risk in the inner city. Many of the children and youth in this
program were new to the country and consequently ESL became one
more thing I headed up.

During my tenure in Paterson I had many life changing experiences, and if you would like to hear
about them don’t hesitate to ask. Needing to totally change my focus after 10 years, I became the
Pastor at a small Presbyterian Church in the Adirondack Mountains. I quickly learned that all the
same problems I encountered in downtown Paterson were there in the mountains. Just perceived
by the community in a different way. I found ministry in the mountain mist more serene though.

Upon retiring 2 years ago my partner, Dale Huebner, and I moved to Williamsburg. Now it is on to
another phase, and where it will lead me I am not sure, but I always know it will be exciting. I feel
God acting in every step in my life, from the very beginning, raising 5 children, coming out as a
lesbian to this point now. I am thrilled to be a part of WUU. Rev. Robin Dwyer
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Medita on Memorial Garden News
The ﬁrst of many new chapters of moving into a new
space is going quite well. This chapter involves the
Medita on Memorial Garden. For many years we
have struggled to ﬁnd the right balance on the
ques on of the Medita on Memorial Garden care and
a way to provide be er, safer access.
The current expansion program required the removal
of most of the brick walkways to the Garden to install
the new storm sewer system to the big reten on
pond. So, how shall we rebuild the
sidewalk and connect it to the Garden to make
it be er than ever? The solu on, a er talking to many
congregants, includes the following:
Building our Future Work: Build new handicapped
accessible concrete sidewalks from the pa o and the
le front sanctuary exit to the MMG entrance. Result:
No more hard‐to‐walk and uneven brick sidewalks.
Medita on Memorial Garden Work:


Create a new, more direct path that connects the
sidewalks to the new stone walkway near the
Garden circle that was created a couple of years ago. The most direct path goes through the current
pond at the garden entrance. With its removal, the new path will connect the new concrete sidewalk
outside the Garden to the circle. Results: A safe, wide path to the center of the garden and no more
stagnant water and unsafe rocks around the pond!



When funds become available:


Install a sign that welcomes the visitor to the Garden space as well as to the conserva on area in
which the en re Garden is located. Result: New informa on about the Garden and Conserva on
area.



Install an enclosed water feature that will provide the beauty and sound of falling water associated
with medita on prac ce. Result: Water medita on without the risk and maintenance of a pond.

All of this will enable WUU to promote the Garden as a beau ful place for medita on and memorial and
more directly connect our new campus construc on to the Garden. For more informa on, contact Nan
Piland or Ruth Gibson, Memorial Medita on Garden Group.
Les Solomon
Chair, Campus Improvement Team
It's Time to Think Yard Sale!
Ruth Hopkinson is encouraging you to iden fy furniture items you wish to donate to our
Annual Yard Sale. Although the Yard Sale doesn't occur un l May 20/21, WUU has the
opportunity to reap ongoing proﬁts from the sale of furniture items beginning this month and
throughout the year. Early pick‐up can be arranged for your unused, unwanted furniture
items if they are in good to excellent condi on. Ruth urges you to call her at 565‐3298
(home) or 879‐9080 (cell) or email ruthhop46@gmail.com for further informa on.
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February is Pledge Month
WUU’s annual pledge drive kicks oﬀ on Valen ne’s Day. Plan to stay a er either service Sunday, Feb. 14,
for snacks and informa on about how you can pledge this year.
What is new? One of several WUU canvassers will visit about 25 percent of our congrega on this year—
those who are newer WUUs, some longer‐ me members, and our families. All WUUs and friends will have
a contact person on the Stewardship Team who can answer ques ons.
Our goal is 100 percent pledging by our WUU members and friends.
On Feb. 14, hear about the exci ng goals for next year—what our RE program envisions for our new
building, what social jus ce envisions, and more. 2016‐17 promises to be a wonderful me in the life of
WUU with our expanded facility, selec on of a se led minister and opportuni es to become an even
greater source of spiritual transforma on for both ourselves and the community at large.
Families have already been interviewed by one of the “stewardship ladies”—and in February these ladies
will be the family canvassers. Linda, Nancy, Helen, and Trenna are hos ng a February potluck, and will use
the event as our “face‐to‐face” with our families. (Family potluck is Friday, Feb. 19‐‐more informa on will
follow.)

WUU Youth ❤’s FISH
Each month this year we are asking our WUU young people to donate to FISH, the local group that
provides for families in need. Some children you go to school with may not have enough to eat at home.
YOU CAN HELP!
Remember to bring a can of soup when you come to church and
place it in the green bucket by the membership table in the lobby.
Thank you!

Pathﬁnders Book Group
The group chooses a book that explores the author’s spiritual journey or
understanding of the human condi on. Group members bring their lunch and we use
the book as a springboard for what always turns out to be a spirited discussion of
personal reac ons.
Our next mee ng is on Wednesday, February 17 at noon in the Sanctuary. We will be
discussing Wild by Cheryl Strayed. Come and join us –and bring a friend! We
welcome new members and ideas for new books to read.
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Excerpts “From the Hearts”
In February, a month o en associated with hearts, we hear again the words of our
own WUU members who have spoken “From the Heart” during our worship
services in December and January. They speak to the ques on: How has WUU
aﬀected my life or the lives of others?
“What is it about WUU, then? I don’t think it is just the habit of going, though there is certainly comfort in
keeping up with tradi ons…. I think it is more that being in this space, this beau ful, open, sanctuary with all
of you, is a rare, concentrated moment of me that asks us to slow down and be present—to ourselves, and
to each other. To listen. To be humbled.” Margo M.
“Here at WUU, I move outside of my comfort zone and extend a hand and an ear to all who come. And
without fail, someone grasps my hand, in a gesture of compassion, acceptance and yes, love. Then, in that
gesture, that symbolic joining, I know that together, we stand up, we speak out, we move from words to
ac on. And we take that out into the larger community, the Williamsburg community, the global community –
beyond this Sanctuary, beyond this safe place.” Eva B.
“I believe that I do not know if there is a Deity, I hope there is, but I know that my ambiguity, my unsureness,
is ok with you. That together, as Atheists, Chris ans, Agnos cs, Jews. Pagans, we are all rowing together
toward the island called the meaning of life.
I believe, as this UU, that if there is a ﬁnal judgment I will not be judged on my sins and fallings. A Catholic
theologian described Original Sin as fear of the stranger. No, the ﬁnal measure of my life will not be on my
fallings, but how well I have loved and accepted that stranger as a brother or sister.” Richard C.

Ring the Freedom Bell at First Bap st Church
During the month of February, First Bap st Church, founded by slaves and the
oldest African American church in America, is celebra ng its 240th
Anniversary. “ Founded secretly in a Green Springs wood amid revolu on, it
has survived and thrived through enslavement, Civil War, segrega on and
today’s con nued struggles for equality. A bell acquired by First Bap st
Church in 1886 has hung silent since the days of Jim Crow, when the church
moved to its current Scotland Street home in 1956. In commemora on of
Black History Month and in celebra on of its anniversary, the church has
invited the na on to come to Williamsburg and ring the bell for the ﬁrst me
in nearly 60 years. The Let Freedom Ring Challenge is a call to ac on for
healing, understanding and racial tolerance."

12

Do you see what I see?


WUU Snow movers. Thanks to Brendon Delbos, Dan Moore, Cheryl and Michael Coirin, Dave Neiman,
Dave Wilcox, Roger Guernsey, and Les Solomon for helping to get the sidewalks, porches, and parking
lots clear a er the big snow!



Found—a storage bay. Thank you Jane Reilly for volunteering some space for temporary storage of
donated furniture and yard sale items. Now, we need a few hands to transfer these items to Jane’s
garage. Contact Les to volunteer.



Broken Internet Line. Thank you Jim Hall for your extensive knowledge about our wiring systems.
During the installa on of the new water lines, the phone and Internet lines were cut. Jim made the
temporary ﬁx to get our systems up again.



Snow Blower Tracks Seen. During the big snowstorm, Les Solomon tested the new snow blower. If you
want to join the list of persons who want to volunteer for a turn to help clear parking lots and sidewalk,
see Les.



Medita on Memorial Garden Opens. It was closed during construc on near the Garden entrance. Just
a er it opened, MMG coordinators Nan Piland and Ruth Frasier met with Roger Guernsey and Les
Solomon to determine the best way to provide handicapped access from the sanctuary and pa o to the
circle and con nue eﬀorts to make the Garden a more special and invi ng place. See the Medita on
Memorial Garden ar cle.



NEEDED. Someone who lives near the campus to check to see what is needed during stormy events.
This is cri cal as our campus becomes more ac ve for programs and alterna ve income ac vi es
(renters, etc.).

Les Solomon
Chair, Campus Improvement Team (CIT)

13

WILLIAMSBURG UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS
3051 Ironbound Road
Williamsburg, VA 23185
(757) 220‐6830
www.wuu.org of ice@wuu.org
Lola Warren, President
president@wuu.org
Rev. David Johnson, Interim Minister
revdaj@aol.com
Pat Hoppe, Newsletter Editor
Oﬃce Hours
The WUU oﬃce is open:
 9am‐2pm Monday ‐ Friday
Rev. Dave Johnson has oﬃce hours:
 Noon‐3pm Monday ‐Thursday
Austen Petersen, Director of RE, has oﬃce hours:
 Noon‐3pm Monday ‐ Thursday.
Some mes these mes change due to mee ngs, vaca on, etc.
Feel free to call ﬁrst (757) 220‐6830 to check our availability.

CELEBRATE! CELEBRATE!
Looking for a way to acknowledge a friend or relative's special day? Why not make a contribution to
the WUU Endowment Fund in their name? We will then send out a letter acknowledging that the WUU
Endowment Fund has received a gift from you in the name of that special person. What a unique way
to recognize an occasion! For a Memorial Gift Form, contact Endowment@wuu.org.
(To add your name and month to the birthday and anniversary list, contact Ellyn Stephens in the
of ice at of ice@wuu.org .)

Jane and John Nichols
Lisa Williams and Beth Pepper

Kathryn Ayres
Roger Baldwin
Mary Buchanan
Priscilla Caldwell
Nancy Carnegie
Vicki Hall
Debbie Haynes
Ruth Hopkinson
Phoebe Kent
Sara Lewis
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Daniele Longo
Jessica O’Brien
Tom Payne
Jo Solomon
Ellyn Stephens
Jacques vanMontfrans
Carolyn Wilson
Bob Winther
Richard Wolfe

